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The Never Ending Story

When I was a kid there was a popular movie called "The Never Ending Story." It was a fantasy about a
magic book. Once a person started reading this magic book, it began to draw them into the story --

literally (pardon the pun). By the end of the movie, the young boy reading the book actually became a
character in the story and was called upon to save the magical. land which the story is about. It's an
interesting concept. Can you imagine a book like that?!

Our after school group has just finished working through the book of Luke. They've heard the story. But
somehow something is missing. Jesus came, which was nice; he died, which was sad; he rose from the
dead, which was amazing; he ascended. End of story? Not hardly. In fact, this is where the story gets really
good. This is where it becomes more than just a story. This is where is becomes our story.

When Jesus commissions his disciples to preach in his name and be his witnesses to all nations (Luke
24:46-48) he's not just leaving this huge task to the group of people who gathered on the hill near Jerusalem
that day. He's speaking to us -- to you. Later when Peter gives his famous Pentecost speech and invites other
Jews to join the Christian faith, he says "the promise is to you and to your children and to all that are far off,
everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him." (Acts 2:39)

This is where we have the opportunity to actually become a character in this amazing drama. It's not
enough to know the story, or even to tell the story; we're called on to be the story.

In his book "The Jesus I Never Knew," author Philip Yancy speculates that if Easter was the most exciting
day for the disciples, then Ascension was the most exciting day for Jesus. It was the day that His mission
became our mission and His story became our story.

Jesus left few traces of himself on earth. He wrote no books or even pamphlets. A wanderet; he left
no home or even belonging that could be enshrined in a museum. He did not marry/ settle down
and begin a dynasty. We would, in fact know nothing about him except for the traces he left in
human beings. That was his design. The law and the prophets had focused like a beam of light on
the One who was to come/ and now that light as if hitting a prism/ would fracture and shoot out in
a human spectrum of waves and colors.
This human spectrum of waves and colors Yancy refers to is the new body of Christ. We're not asked to

merely stand in that light, we're asked to add to it. We are asked to take this story of Jesus personally and
respond to it. When the story of Jesus becomes part of our story and affects our actions, thoughts, feelings
and decisions, we become more than story-tellers; we become eye-witnesses to the real truth and power of
this story. And through our eye-witness testimony, others are invited to be part of the story too. That makes
it the original never-ending story.

- Cassy Brown, secretary/newsletter editor


