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October 29, 2015 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
I am grateful for this opportunity to express my support and unreserved recommendation for Cassandra Brown. I 
view Cassandra as one of the easiest persons to work with; she brings with her a phenomenal work ethic, an uplifting 
spirit, and a skill-set that allows her to be proactive and productive. 

Cassandra joined the Art Department at Ashland University during the summer of 2013. Along with providing 
administrative support for the Art Department she simultaneously served in that same capacity for the departments of 
Math and Computer Science. Despite this seemingly awkward scenario there was never a moment when either 
department felt unattended to or second on a list of priorities. As a new chair in the Art Department I relied heavily 
on Cassandra’s expertise in creating recruitment letters, organizing student activities, keeping up with the demands 
of an active gallery space and supervising the schedules for visiting artists and community art activities. While she 
had never worked with an art department before, her understanding of communication and awareness of 
contemporary trends and culture provided the department some much needed direction and was able to do so with 
confidence and clarity. 

In addition to her standard administrative responsibilities Cassandra was tasked with creating and maintaining social 
media sites and an active blog site for the Art Department. (I’m certain she was doing the same for the other 
departments she worked with.) Considering the other areas on campus that had to be part of those endeavors it must 
be noted that successfully completing these activities was no small feat. For the first time since my arrival at Ashland 
University the Art Department had an active, accessible face and this all due to Cassandra’s efforts. 

Since 2014 Cassandra has served the MFA program in Creative Writing at AU. While the job description for this 
position was quite different from the one held prior to her move, the transition was seamless. As I continue as chair 
of the Art Department, I am constantly reminded of just how particular and special Cassandra was and is. We miss 
her presence and her work. She continues to do great work for the MFA program and for the University as a whole, 
despite many things that would have most of us shrink. Wherever she has been, and in whatever capacity, she has 
been successful.  

I have written many recommendation letters over the years and do not accept to write them if I don’t feel I can 
present the requestor in the best light. In this instance, my only hesitation is tied to the difficulty I have in finding the 
appropriate words to express my support. Cassandra Brown is an irreplaceable asset.  

Sincerely,  

 

Dan McDonald,  

Art Department Chair 


